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unit (1) for reading a document, a document feeder unit (2) for
feeding document sheets, a setting input unit (3) for accepting
a mixed setting mode, a size determination unit (7) for deter-
mining a main scanning direction size, a blank sheet detection
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process in main scanning widths of a plurality of the blank
sheet detection areas (F), so as to detect whether or not the
document sheet is blank in the main scanning width corre-
sponding to the determined main scanning direction size, and
a blank sheet deletion unit (9) for deleting document image
data of the detected blank sheet.
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IMAGE READING DEVICE, IMAGE
FORMING APPARATUS, AND METHOD FOR
CONTROLLING IMAGE READING DEVICE
TO REMOVE BLANK SHEET IMAGE DATA

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a national stage of International Appli-
cation No. PCT/JP2014/063437, filed May 21, 2014, which
claims the benefit of priority to Japanese Application No.
2013-114535, filed May 30, 2013, in the Japanese Patent
Office. All disclosures of the documents named above are
incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an image reading device
for reading a document, a method for controlling the image
reading device, and an image forming apparatus including the
image reading device.

2. Description of the Related Art

The image reading device reads a document so as to gen-
erate image data. The image forming apparatus such as a
multifunction peripheral, a copier, or a FAX apparatus may
include a document feeding device for automatically and
successively feeding document sheets to a document read
position for the image reading device. However, blank image
data may be generated in case where a blank sheet is inserted
in the document sheets, or in case where a backside of a
document sheet is read because the sheet is set upside down.
The blank sheet has no significant information. Therefore, a
job (such as printing or image data transmission) based on the
blank sheet image data is wasteful. Therefore, there is an
image reading device that removes blank sheet image data
from image data obtained by reading. An example of this
image reading device is described in Patent Document 1.

Specifically, Patent Document 1 describes an image read-
ing device including a reading unit for reading an image of a
document, a blank sheet determination unit for determining
whether or not a document sheet is blank sheet based on
image data read by the reading unit, and a deletion unit for
deleting the image data read by the reading unit when it is
determined that the document sheet is a blank sheet by the
blank sheet determination unit.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENTS
Patent Documents
Patent Document 1: JP-A-10-229484

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Problem to be Solved by the Invention

When performing blank sheet detection, an area for detect-
ing whether or not the document sheet is a blank sheet may be
set in one page document (image data) by considering mar-
gins in the document page. For instance, the user selects a
document size and inputs distances from upper, lower, left,
and right sides of the document to the image reading device.
The inside area defined by the input distances from the sides
of the document is regarded as a blank sheet detection area.
The image reading device determines whether or not there is
information such as a character, a mark, or a figure not in the
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entire page of the document image data but in the specific area
(blank sheet detection area) within the one-page image data,
so as to detect whether or not the document sheet is a blank
sheet. Note that a range and size of the blank sheet detection
area may be set as default in accordance with a selected
document size.

On the other hand, there is an image reading device capable
of generating image data having appropriate sizes corre-
sponding to document sizes when document sheets having
different sizes are set and fed one by one by the document
feeding device. For instance, the image reading device detects
adocument size of each document sheet from read image data
or the like and generates image data corresponding to the
detected document size.

However, in setting of the blank sheet detection, there is
only one pattern of a selectable document size and a size of
the blank sheet detection area in a document sheet. Therefore,
when the document size is not specified in the case where the
document sheets having different sizes are set (when reading
document sheets having different sizes in one job), the blank
sheet detection area is not appropriate for a document sheet
having a size different from the set document size. There may
be cases where detection whether or not the document sheet is
ablank sheet is performed in an area including an area that is
not the blank sheet detection area, or in an area without
including an area to be the blank sheet detection area. There-
fore, when reading document sheets in the case where docu-
ment sheets having different sizes are set (hereinafter referred
to also as “document mixed setting”), there is a problem of
accuracy of the blank sheet detection. This problem is
described below with reference to FIGS. 10A to 10C.

FIGS. 10A to 10C are explanatory diagrams showing
examples of cases having a problem of accuracy of the blank
sheet detection in the document mixed setting.

First, FIG. 10A shows an A3 size on the left side and an A4
size on the right side. In addition, a blank sheet detection area
FO0 is set on the basis of the A3 size. FIG. 10A shows a case
having the same document size in a main scanning direction
and different document sizes in a sub-scanning direction
(hereinafter referred to also as “same width mixed setting™).
When the blank sheet detection area F0 set on the basis of the
A3 size is applied to the document sheet (A4 portrait size)
smaller than the set size of the blank sheet detection area F0,
the blank sheet detection area F0 exceeds the A4 document
sheet. Therefore, when the A4 document sheet is read in the
mixed setting mode, the area (shown by hatching in FIG.
10A), which should not be regarded as the blank sheet detec-
tion area F0 in normal case (when the blank sheet detection
area F0 is set on the basis of the A4 size), is regarded as the
blank sheet detection area F0. Therefore, image data of the
page the user wants to delete as a blank sheet may be left.

In addition, FIG. 10B shows the A4 size on the left side and
the A3 size on the right side. In addition, the blank sheet
detection area FO0 is set on the basis of the A4. In this case,
FIG. 10B also shows a case having the same document size in
the main scanning direction and different document sizes in
the sub-scanning direction (the same width mixed setting).
When the blank sheet detection area F0 set on the basis of the
A4 size is applied to the document sheet (A3 landscape size)
larger than the set size of the blank sheet detection area F0, the
blank sheet detection area F0O becomes smaller than a desired
size. Therefore, when the A3 document sheet is read in the
mixed setting mode, the area (shown by hatching in FIG.
10B), which should be regarded as the blank sheet detection
area F0 in normal case (when the blank sheet detection area
F0 is set on the basis of the A3 size), is not regarded as the
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blank sheet detection area F0. Therefore, image data of the
page the user does not want to delete as a blank sheet may be
deleted as a blank sheet.

In addition, FIG. 10C shows the A3 size on the left side and
the B4 size on the right side. In the case of FIG. 10C, the size
in the main scanning direction and the size in the sub-scan-
ning direction are both different (hereinafter referred to also
as “different width mixed setting™). Further, when the blank
sheet detection area FO set on the basis of the A3 size is
applied to the document sheet (B4 landscape size) smaller
than the set size of the blank sheet detection area F0, the blank
sheet detection area F0 becomes larger than a desired size so
as to include an area that should not be the blank sheet detec-
tion area F0. Therefore, when the B4 document sheet is read
in the mixed setting mode, the area, which should not be
regarded as the blank sheet detection area F0 in normal case
(when the blank sheet detection area F0 is set on the basis of
the B4 size), is regarded as the blank sheet detection area F0.
Therefore, image data of the page the user wants to delete as
a blank sheet may be left.

In this way, there is a problem that even if it is possible to
select a document size and to set the blank sheet detection
area, when reading a document sheet having a size different
from the set size for the blank sheet detection included in the
document sheets set in the mixed setting, the blank sheet
detection process cannot be performed in the appropriate
blank sheet detection area, and hence the blank sheet detec-
tion cannot be performed accurately.

Further, it can be considered to determine the document
size based on image data of the document after completing
reading and generating image data of one page of the docu-
ment, and to perform the blank sheet detection process after
setting an appropriate blank sheet detection area in accor-
dance with the determined document size. However, when the
blank sheet detection process is started after completing gen-
eration of the image data of the one page of the document,
feeding of the document sheets may be temporarily stopped.
Therefore, the speed of reading the document sheets may be
decreased. In addition, completion of the blank sheet detec-
tion process is delayed. In the job execution, start of process
to be performed after the blank sheet detection process is
delayed, and hence a time necessary for the job based on the
document image data is increased.

Here, in the technique described in Patent Document 1, the
blank sheet image data is detected from image data of indi-
vidual pages, and the problem in the case of the document
mixed setting is not considered. Inaddition, because the blank
sheet detection process is performed after reading of the
document sheets is completed, the speed of reading the docu-
mentis slow. Therefore, Patent Document 1 does not describe
a technique for solving the above-mentioned problem.

In view of the above-mentioned problem, it is an object of
the present invention to enable to perform the blank sheet
detection process on each document image data on the basis
of an appropriate blank sheet detection area so as to detect
whether or not the image data is a blank sheet data, without
decreasing the reading speed, even in case where the docu-
ment sheets are successively read one by one from document
sheets having different sizes set in the mixed setting.

Means for Solving the Problem

An image reading device according to an aspect of the
present invention includes an image reading unit for reading
a document, a document feeder unit for feeding set document
sheets one by one to a read position of the image reading unit,
a setting input unit for accepting a document read instruction
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4

in a mixed setting mode in which a plurality of document
sheets having different sizes are set on the document feeder
unit and are read, a size determination unit for determining a
size of each page of the document read by the image reading
unit, a blank sheet detection unit configured to repeat detec-
tion whether or not a blank sheet detection area in image data
for performing blank sheet detection is blank since before one
page reading of the document is completed by line unit in the
main scanning direction of the image data obtained by read-
ing the document, and in case of reading in the mixed setting
mode, to detect whether or not the document sheet is a blank
sheet based on a detection result in a sub-scanning width
range in the blank sheet detection area corresponding to a size
of the document sheet in the sub-scanning direction deter-
mined by the size determination unit in one-page document
image data, and a blank sheet deletion unit for deleting image
data of the document sheet whose blank sheet detection area
is detected as blank, so that the image data is not used forajob.

An image forming apparatus according to another aspect of
the present invention includes the image reading device
described above.

A method for controlling an image reading device accord-
ing to still another aspect of the present invention includes
reading a document, feeding set document sheets one by one
to a read position, accepting a document read instruction in a
mixed setting mode in which a plurality of document sheets
having different sizes are set on the document feeder unit and
are read, determining a size of each page of the read docu-
ment, repeating detection whether or not a blank sheet detec-
tion area in image data for performing blank sheet detection is
blank since before one page reading of the document is com-
pleted, detecting whether or not the document sheet is a blank
sheet based on a detection result in a sub-scanning width
range in the blank sheet detection area corresponding to a
determined size of the document sheet in the sub-scanning
direction in one-page document image data, when perform-
ing reading in the mixed setting mode, and deleting image
data of the document sheet whose blank sheet detection area
is detected as blank, so that the image data is not used forajob.

Effects of the Invention

According to the present invention, it is possible to provide
an image reading device and an image forming apparatus, in
which when document sheets having different sizes are set in
mixed setting and are successively read, it is not necessary to
decrease a reading speed even if the blank sheet detection
process is performed. In addition, even in case where the
document sheets having different sizes in mixed setting are
successively read, an appropriate blank sheet detection area is
set for each document sheet, and hence it is possible to detect
whether or not the image data is a blank sheet data.

Additional aspects and/or advantages of the invention will
be set forth in part in the description which follows and, in
part, will be obvious from the description, or may be learned
by practice of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and/or other aspects and advantages of the invention
will become apparent and more readily appreciated from the
following description of the embodiments, taken in conjunc-
tion with the accompanying drawings of which:

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing an example of a multifunction
peripheral.

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing an example of an image
reading device.
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FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing an example of a hard-
ware structure of the multifunction peripheral.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing an example of a struc-
ture of the image reading device.

FIG. 5A is a diagram showing document reading in same
width mixed setting.

FIG. 5B is a diagram showing document reading in difter-
ent width mixed setting.

FIG. 6 is a diagram showing an example of a blank sheet
deletion setting screen.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing an example of a blank
sheet detection unit.

FIG. 8 is a diagram showing that the blank sheet detection
area has a width in the main scanning direction (main scan-
ning width) and a width in the sub-scanning direction (sub-
scanning width), which are different for individual document
sizes.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart showing an example of a flow of the
blank sheet detection in the mixed setting mode.

FIG. 10A is a diagram showing an example of a case where
a problem of accuracy of the blank sheet detection occurs in
the document mixed setting.

FIG. 10B is a diagram showing another example of the case
where a problem of accuracy of the blank sheet detection
occurs in the document mixed setting.

FIG. 10C is a diagram showing still another example of the
case where a problem of accuracy of the blank sheet detection
occurs in the document mixed setting.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

Now, an embodiment of the present invention is described
with reference to FIG. 1 to FIG. 9. In the following descrip-
tion, a multifunction peripheral 1000 (corresponding to the
image forming apparatus) including an image reading device
100 is exemplified and described. However, elements such as
structures and layouts described in this embodiment are
merely examples for description and should not be inter-
preted as limiting the scope of the invention.

(Structure of Multifunction Peripheral 1000)

First, with reference to FIG. 1, an outline of the multifunc-
tion peripheral 1000 (image forming apparatus) according to
the embodiment is described. FIG. 1 is a diagram showing an
example of the multifunction peripheral 1000.

In an upper part of the multifunction peripheral 1000 of this
embodiment, there is disposed the image reading device 100
including a document feeder unit 2 and an image reading unit
1 (details are described later). In addition, on the upper front
part (in a position shown by a broken line in FIG. 1) of the
multifunction peripheral 1000, there is disposed an operation
panel 3 (corresponding to the setting input unit) for accepting
various settings for document reading, copying, transmission,
and the like, and for displaying a state of the multifunction
peripheral 1000. In addition, in a main body of the multifunc-
tion peripheral 1000, there are disposed a paper sheet feeder
4a, atransport unit 4b, an image forming unit 5q, a fixing unit
5b, and the like.

As shown in FIG. 1 by a broken line, the operation panel 3
is disposed on the upper front part of the multifunction
peripheral 1000 (in the front face of the image reading unit 1).
Further, the operation panel 3 includes a touch panel unit 31
and a liquid crystal display unit 32. The liquid crystal display
unit 32 display a state of the multifunction peripheral 1000
and screens for various settings including software keys for
setting functions of a job to be executed. A position touched
on the touch panel unit 31 and a key or button displayed at the
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touched position are recognized by the operation panel 3. In
addition, the operation panel 3 includes hardware keys such
as a ten-key unit 33 for numerical input and a start key 34 for
instructing to start execution of a job. In this way, the opera-
tion panel 3 accepts setting inputs for a job such as document
reading by the software key or the hardware key.

The paper sheet feeder 4a sends out paper sheets one by
one in printing. The transport unit 44 is a path for transporting
the paper sheet in the multifunction peripheral 1000. The
image forming unit 5a forms an image (toner image) based on
image data and transfers the toner image onto the paper sheet
transported. The fixing unit 55 fixes the toner image trans-
ferred onto the paper sheet. The paper sheet after fixing the
toner image is discharged onto a discharge tray 45.

(Structure of Image Reading Device 100)

Next, with reference to FIG. 2, an example of the image
reading device 100 according to the embodiment is described.
FIG. 2 is a diagram showing an example of the image reading
device 100.

First, the document feeder unit 2 automatically and succes-
sively feeds document sheets to be read one by one to a read
position (i.e., a feed reading contact glass 11a described
later). The document feeder unit 2 includes, in order from an
upstream side in a document feed direction, a document tray
21, a document feed roller 22, a document feed path 23, a
plurality of document feed roller pairs 24, a document dis-
charge roller pair 254, a document discharge tray 254, and the
like. In addition, the document feeder unit 2 is attached to the
image reading unit 1 in a vertically openable and closable
manner about a pivot axis on the back side in FIG. 2, and
functions as a cover (document pressing member) for press-
ing contact glasses of the image reading unit 1 from above.

A plurality of document sheets to be read are set on the
document tray 21. The document tray 21 is provided with a
restriction guide 21a, which slides in a width direction of the
document (i.e., the main scanning direction or the direction
perpendicular to the paper plane of FIG. 2) so as to restrict a
set position of the document by sandwiching the same. The
user sets the document sheets and slides the restriction guide
21a so that the document sheets do not move or tilt.

Further, the document feed roller 22 contacts with the
uppermost document sheet among the document sheets set on
the document tray 21. When an operation for executing docu-
ment reading (e.g., pressing the start key 34) is input to the
multifunction peripheral 1000, the document feed roller 22
repeats rotation and stop so as to feed the document sheets one
by one to the document feed path 23 at a constant interval.

The fed document sheet is guided and transported by the
plurality of document feed roller pairs 24 and a guide, so as to
pass the upper surface of the feed reading contact glass 11a
disposed on the upper surface of the image reading unit 1.
When the document sheet passes, the image reading unit 1
reads the document sheet. Then, the document sheet after
reading is discharged onto the document discharge tray 255
through the document discharge roller pair 25a (the docu-
ment feed path is shown by a double-dot dashed line). Further,
the above-mentioned rotating members (i.e., the document
feed roller 22, the document feed roller pair 24, and the
document discharge roller pair 25a) are rotated by a docu-
ment feed motor 2m (see FIG. 4) as a drive source.

Next, the image reading unit 1 is described. As shown in
FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, the image reading unit 1 has a box-shaped
case. Further, on the left side of the upper surface of the image
reading unit 1, there is disposed a feed reading contact glass
11a like a transparent plate elongated in the main scanning
direction (perpendicular to the paper plane of FIG. 2). Fur-
ther, a place reading contact glass 115 is disposed on the right
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side of the upper surface of the image reading unit 1. It is
possible to lift the document feeder unit 2 and to place a
document (such as a book) facing downward, so that the
document is placed on the place reading contact glass 114.

In addition, as shown in FIG. 2, in the case of the image
reading unit 1, there are disposed a first moving frame 12a, a
second moving frame 1254, a wire 134a, a winding drum 135, a
lens 14, and a lamp 1L (such as an LED) for irradiating the
document with light, an image sensor 15 for receiving light
from the document and for reading the document by one line
s0 as to generate image data, and the like. For instance, the
image sensor 15 is constituted of a charge coupled device
(CCD) including photoelectric conversion elements aligned
linearly in the main scanning direction, so as to read the
document by one line based on the reflection light from the
document. For instance, the image sensor 15 is a line sensor in
which a plurality of right receiving elements arranged in three
lines of R, G, and B so as to support reading color.

A first mirror 121, a second mirror 122, and a third mirror
123 guide the reflection light from the document to the lens
14. The reflection light is condensed by the lens 14 and enters
the image sensor 15. Then, the image sensor 15 converts the
reflection light into an analog electric signal corresponding to
image density. The reading is performed by line in the main
scanning direction of the document (perpendicular to the
document feed direction), and the reading by line is succes-
sively repeated in the sub-scanning direction (i.e., in the docu-
ment feed direction), so that one document sheet is read.

Further, the first moving frame 12a supports the lamp 1L
for emitting light in the upper part and the first mirror 121 in
the lower part. The second moving frame 125 supports the
second mirror 122 in the upper part and the third mirror 123
in the lower part. In addition, the first moving frame 12a is
disposed above the second moving frame 124. In addition, the
first moving frame 12a and the second moving frame 125 are
connected to a plurality of wires 13« (though only one wire is
shown in FIG. 2 for convenience sake). In addition, the wire
13a is connected to the winding drum 135. The winding drum
135 is rotated forward and backward by a winding motor 1m
(see FIG. 4) as a drive source. Thus, the first moving frame
12a and the second moving frame 125 can be freely moved in
the horizontal direction (i.e., the left and right direction of the
image reading device 100).

In the case of reading the document sheet fed by the docu-
ment feeder unit 2, the winding motor 1m is driven, and then
the first moving frame 12a and the second moving frame 126
come to a standstill at a position below the feed reading
contact glass 11a (i.e., the read position). Then, the lamp 1L
irradiates the passing document sheet with light. On the other
hand, in the case of reading a document placed on the place
reading contact glass 115, the first moving frame 12a and the
second moving frame 126 are moved by the winding drum
135 and the wire 13a horizontally from a home position in the
right direction in FIG. 2. In this way, a scanning operation is
performed sequentially and continuously to the end of the
document, and the entire document is read so that the docu-
ment image is converted into an electric signal.

(Hardware Structure of Multifunction Peripheral 1000)

Next, with reference to FIG. 3, an example of a hardware
structure of the multifunction peripheral 1000 according to
the embodiment is described. FIG. 3 is a block diagram show-
ing an example of the hardware structure of the multifunction
peripheral 1000.

First, amain control unit 6a for controlling operation of the
multifunction peripheral 1000 is disposed in the main body of
the multifunction peripheral 1000. The main control unit 6a is
a circuit board. For instance, the main control unit 6a includes
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a CPU 61 as a portion for performing control. The main
control unit 6a manages the entire control of the multifunc-
tion peripheral 1000. For instance, main control unit 6a has
functions of the entire control, communication control, and
image processing.

The main control unit 6a includes a storage unit 62. The
storage unit 62 stores a control program for the multifunction
peripheral 1000, control data for the same, image data, and
the like. The CPU 61 performs a calculation process, and
outputs and input control signals based on the program and
data stored in the storage unit 62, so as to control the multi-
function peripheral 1000.

In addition, there is disposed a second image processing
unit 63 that performs various image processings for copying,
transmission, and the like on the image data processed by a
first image processing unit 16 (details are described later). For
instance, the second image processing unit 63 is constituted
of'an ASIC, a memory, and the like, so as to perform various
image processings such as a density conversion, scaling, rota-
tion, compression and expansion, data format conversion, and
other known image processing.

In addition, in order to perform image formation and paper
sheet transportation, there is disposed an engine control unit
65 for controlling operations and processes concerning print-
ing such as turning on and off of motors for rotating various
rotating members, paper sheet feeding, paper sheet transpor-
tation, and toner image formation. The engine control unit 65
is connected to the main control unit 64 and the like in a
communicable manner. In accordance with an instruction
from the main control unit 6a, the engine control unit 65
actually controls a print engine unit 6¢ for printing (such as
the paper sheet feeder 4a, the transport unit 45, the image
forming unit 5a, and the fixing unit 54). For instance, the
engine control unit 65 includes an engine CPU 64 as a calcu-
lation processing unit. In addition, the engine control unit 65
includes an engine storage unit 65 for storing a program and
data for controlling the objects to be controlled.

In addition, the main control unit 6a is connected to the
document feeder unit 2, the image reading unit 1, and the like
in a communicable manner, so as to control the document
feeder unit 2 and the image reading unit 1 to read a document
and to generate image data. In addition, the main control unit
6a is connected to the operation panel 3 in a communicable
manner, and contents of setting and input to the operation
panel 3 are sent to the main control unit 6a. The main control
unit 6a gives instructions to the individual units of the multi-
function peripheral 1000 so that the individual units work in
accordance with the contents of setting.

Further, the main control unit 6a is connected to a commu-
nication unit 66. The communication unit 66 communicates
with a computer 200 (such as a personal computer or a server)
or a FAX apparatus 300 on the other end via a network, a
cable, or a communication network. In this way, the multi-
function peripheral 1000 can receive image data and the like
from the computer 200 so as to print (as a printer function),
can store image data read by the image reading unit 1 in the
storage unit 62 so as to send the image data to the computer
200 (as a scanner function), and can transmit and receive
image data to and from the FAX apparatus 300 in the outside
(as a FAX function).

(Hardware Structure of Image Reading Device 100)

Next, with reference to FIG. 4, an example of a hardware
structure of the image reading device 100 according to the
embodiment is described. FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing
an example of a structure of the image reading device 100.

A control unit is disposed in each of the document feeder
unit 2 and the image reading unit 1 included in the image
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reading device 100 of this embodiment. The document feeder
unit 2 is provided with a feed control unit 20 for controlling
operation of the document feeder unit 2. On the other hand,
the image reading unit 1 is provided with a read control unit
10 for controlling operation of the image reading unit 1.

First, the feed control unit 20 is connected to the main
control unit 6a and the read control unit 10 described above,
s0 as to control operation of the document feeder unit 2 in
accordance with instructions and signals from the main con-
trol unit 64 and the read control unit 10. The feed control unit
20 includes a CPU as a central processing unit, and a ROM
and RAM for storing a control program and data. The feed
control unit 20 communicates with the main control unit 6a
and the like. In addition, the feed control unit 20 receives
instructions from the main control unit 6« and the like so as to
control operation of the document feeder unit 2.

For instance, the feed control unit 20 recognizes a size in
the main scanning direction of a document sheet set on the
document tray 21 based on an output of a document size
sensor 26 (see FIG. 2) disposed in the document feeder unit 2.
For instance, the document size sensor 26 may be a sensor that
includes a variable resistor whose resistance varies in accor-
dance with a position of the restriction guide 21a so that an
output value of the sensor varies depending on a position of
the restriction guide 21a, or may be a sensor including a
plurality of photosensors arranged in the main scanning
direction for detecting presence or absence of a paper sheet.

In addition, the feed control unit 20 recognizes whether or
not a document sheet is set on the document tray 21 based on
an output of a set detection sensor 27 (see FIG. 2) disposed in
the document feeder unit 2. In addition, the set detection
sensor 27 is a sensor whose output value varies depending on
whether or not a document sheet is set on the document tray
21. For instance, the set detection sensor 27 may be a photo-
sensor detecting presence or absence of a paper sheet.

For instance, when the main control unit 6a instructs to
read a document, in the case where it is detected that a docu-
ment is set on the document tray 21, the feed control unit 20
drives the document feed motor 2m so that the document feed
roller 22, the document feed roller pair 24, and the like are
rotated.

In addition, a document detection sensor 28 (see FI1G. 2) for
detecting arrival or passing of a document sheet is disposed in
the document feed path 23 between the document feed roller
22 and the feed reading contact glass 11a. In accordance with
an output of the document detection sensor 28, the feed con-
trol unit 20 recognizes presence or absence of a document
sheet and arrival or passing of a document sheet at the position
(point) where the document detection sensor 28 is disposed.
In addition, the document detection sensor 28 is a sensor
whose output value varies depending on presence or absence
of a document sheet. For instance, the document detection
sensor 28 may be a photosensor whose output changes
between a high level and a low level depending on presence or
absence of a paper sheet.

Next, the read control unit 10 is connected to the main
control unit 6a and the feed control unit 20 described above in
a communicable manner. Further, the read control unit 10
receives instructions and signals from the main control unit
6a so as to control operation of individual parts in the image
reading unit 1. The read control unit 10 also includes a CPU
as a central processing unit, and a ROM and RAM for storing
a program and data necessary for controlling the image read-
ing device 100.

Further, when receiving a document read instruction from
the main control unit 6a such as pressing of the start key 34 on
the operation panel 3, the read control unit 10 performs opera-
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tion control of the image reading unit 1, transmission control
of the image data obtained by reading to the storage unit 62
(main control unit 6a), and other control.

The read control unit 10 is connected to the winding motor
1m. In this way, the read control unit 10 controls rotation of
the winding motor 1m so as to rotate the winding drum 135
and to move the moving frames. When detecting that a docu-
ment sheet is set on the document tray 21 or that there is no
document sheet, the feed control unit 20 informs the read
control unit 10 of the detection result. In document reading
when a document sheet is set on the document tray 21, the
read control unit 10 moves the moving frames to the position
below the feed reading contact glass 11a. In document read-
ing when a document sheet is not set on the document tray 21,
the read control unit 10 rotates the winding drum 135 and
controls to read a document on the place reading contact glass
11b.

In addition, the read control unit 10 controls turning on and
off ofthe lamp 1L.. When reading a document, the read control
unit 10 turns on the lamp 1L. In addition, the read control unit
10 controls drive (operation) of the image sensor 15. When
reading a document, the read control unit 10 operates the
image sensor 15. In addition, the read control unit 10 is
connected to the first image processing unit 16 so as to control
operation of the first image processing unit 16.

The first image processing unit 16 generates image data
based on an output of the image sensor 15 and further per-
forms image processing on the generated image data. Note
that in this embodiment, there is described an example in
which the first image processing unit 16 is disposed in the
image reading unit 1 while the second image processing unit
63 is disposed in the main control unit 6a. However, only one
image processing unit may be disposed, and hence the only
one image processing unit may perform the process of the first
image processing unit 16 and the process of the second image
processing unit 63.

The image sensor 15 receives light from the document and
outputs three types of (R, G, and B) analog electric signals for
each pixel. Further, the first image processing unit 16 includes
an image data generating unit 17 for generating image data
based on an analog output of the image sensor 15. Specifi-
cally, the image data generating unit 17 includes an A/D
converter unit 171 and a correction unit 172. The A/D con-
verter unit 171 receives a transferred analog electric signal of
each pixel obtained by the image sensor 15, converts it into a
digital signal by quantization. For instance, the A/D converter
unit 171 performs eight-bit quantization for each of'the R, G,
and B signal (i.e., total 24-bit quantization).

The correction unit 172 corrects distortion of the image
data due to each unit of the image reading unit 1 such as
characteristics of the lamp 1L and the image sensor 15, as
gamma correction, shading correction, and the like. Further,
the image data processed by the first image processing unit 16
is stored in an image memory 18. The image memory 18
sequentially transfers the image data to the storage unit 62
(main control unit 6a) by a constant number of lines in the
main scanning direction (or by a page or by a band). The
second image processing unit 63 performs image processing
necessary for the job on the image data stored in the storage
unit 62. Further, using the image data after the processing,
printing, transmission, or the like is performed.

(Mixed Setting Mode)

Next, with reference to FIGS. 2, 4, and 5, an example of
document reading in the mixed setting mode is described.
FIG. 5 is an explanatory diagram of document reading in the
mixed setting mode.
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The multifunction peripheral 1000 (image reading device
100) of this embodiment can read set document sheets so as to
generate image data having sizes corresponding to document
sizes even if the document sheets set on the document tray 21
of the document feeder unit 2 have different sizes.

When reading in the mixed setting mode in which a plu-
rality of document sheets having different sizes are set on the
document feeder unit 2 of the document tray 21 and the
document sheets are fed and read one by one, the user makes
setting to the operation panel 3 for reading the document
sheets in the mixed setting mode. In other words, the opera-
tion panel 3 accepts a document read instruction in the mixed
setting mode. When the reading in the mixed setting mode is
set, the main control unit 6a informs the feed control unit 20
and the read control unit 10 of the setting.

Next, with reference to FIG. 5, cases of the mixed setting of
document sheets are described. The mixed setting mode of the
image reading device 100 (multifunction peripheral 1000) of
this embodiment supports the case where document sheets
having the same size (width) in the main scanning direction
and different sizes in the sub-scanning direction (the docu-
ment feed direction) are mixedly set (i.e., same width mixed
setting), and the case where document sheets having difterent
sizes in the main scanning direction and different sizes in the
sub-scanning direction (the document feed direction) are
mixedly set (i.e., different width mixed setting).

Further, FIG. 5A shows an example of the case of the same
width mixed setting. In FIG. 5A, A shows a document sheet
having a smaller size in the sub-scanning direction, while B
shows a document sheet having a larger size in the sub-
scanning direction. As combinations of the same width mixed
setting that can be set on the document tray 21 of the docu-
ment feeder unit 2, for example, there are a combination of
Ledger size and Letter size, a combination of Legal size and
Letter-R size, a combination of BS portrait size and B4 land-
scape size, a combination of A4 portrait size and A3 land-
scape size, a combination of A4 landscape size and Folio size,
and the like.

FIG. 5B shows an example of the case of the different width
mixed setting. In FIG. 5B, sheet A is a smaller document
sheet, while sheet B is a larger document sheet. As combina-
tions of the different width mixed setting that can be set on the
document tray 21 of the document feeder unit 2, for example,
there are a combination of Ledger size, Letter size, and Legal
size, a combination of B5 size, B4 size, A4 size and A3 size,
a combination of A4 size, B5 size and Folio size, and the like.

When document sheets having different sizes are mixedly
set on the document tray 21, using the document size sensor
26, the feed control unit 20 can detects a size in the main
scanning direction of a document sheet having a largest size
in the main scanning direction among the document sheets set
on the document tray 21.

Further, the feed control unit 20 informs the read control
unit 10 of the size in the main scanning direction of the
document sheet having the largest size in the main scanning
direction. When reading in the mixed setting mode, a size of
the document sheet to be read cannot be detected at read start
timing. Therefore, it is necessary to read from an end to the
other end of the document sheet both in the main scanning
direction and in the sub-scanning direction. Therefore, the
read control unit 10 controls the image sensor 15 to read a size
in the sub-scanning direction of a regular size paper sheet
having a largest size in the sub-scanning direction among
regular size paper sheets having the informed size in the main
scanning direction. For instance, when the size in the main
scanning direction detected by the document size sensor 26
matches a long side of the A4 size or a short side of the A3
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size, the read control unit 10 controls to read the document
sheet as the A3 size. In addition, the feed control unit 20
rotates the document feed roller 22 at timing when reading a
document sheet having a largest size in the sub-scanning
direction. Further, when reading in the mixed setting mode,
the read control unit 10 or the feed control unit 20 may control
the image sensor 15 and the like to read a largest readable size.

Because there are the case of the same width mixed setting
and the case of the different width mixed setting, when read-
ing in the mixed setting mode, it is necessary to determine the
size of each read document sheet both in the sub-scanning
direction and in the main scanning direction. Further, when
setting the mixed setting mode by the operation panel 3, it is
possible to permit to set one of the same width mixed setting
and the different width mixed setting. In this case, when the
same width mixed setting is set, a size of document sheets in
the main scanning direction can be recognized by the docu-
ment size sensor 26.

A size determination unit 7 of the first image processing
unit 16 performs a process of determining a size of document
sheets. For instance, the size determination unit 7 is a circuit
including a calculation circuit and a storage circuit. However,
the size determination unit 7 may be realized by software with
the CPU and the memory of the read control unit 10.

In the mixed setting mode, the size determination unit 7
determines a size of each read document sheet in the sub-
scanning direction. Various methods can be used for deter-
mining a size of the document sheet in the sub-scanning
direction. For instance, a speed of feeding the document sheet
(i.e., document feed amount per unit time) is determined in
advance. Therefore, the size determination unit 7 may deter-
mine the size of the document sheet in the sub-scanning
direction by multiplying the speed of feeding the document
sheet by the time after the document detection sensor 28
detects arrival of the front end of the document sheet until
detecting passing of the rear end of the document sheet (i.e.,
time period during detection of the document sheet).

For instance, the size determination unit 7 may determine
the size of the document sheet in the sub-scanning direction
based on the image data obtained by reading by the image
sensor 15. For instance, the front end part and the rear end part
in the sub-scanning direction of the document sheet may
appear as bars (or edges) extending in the main scanning
direction in the image data. In the image data, pixels at posi-
tions corresponding to the front end and the rear end in the
sub-scanning direction of the document sheet have pixel val-
ues that are different from a pixel value of background of the
document sheet and may be within a certain range of pixel
values. Therefore, in the image data, the front end and the rear
end in the sub-scanning direction may appear as lines having
substantially uniform pixel values extending in the main
scanning direction (such as a gray color line; in addition, the
size determination unit 7 may determine a pixel value of the
background by a histogram or the like). Then, the size deter-
mination unit 7 recognizes the front end part and the rear end
part in the sub-scanning direction of the document sheet in the
image data, and may determine the size of the document sheet
in the sub-scanning direction in accordance with the interval
(i.e., the number of lines) between the front end and the rear
end.

In the mixed setting mode, the size determination unit 7
determines a size in the main scanning direction of each read
document. There are various methods for determining a size
in the main scanning direction of the document. For instance,
a plurality of (e.g., approximately four to ten) main scanning
detection sensors 29 (see FIG. 2 and FIG. 4; e.g., photosen-
sors) for detecting presence or absence of the document are
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disposed along the main scanning direction (perpendicular to
the document feed direction). Further, the size determination
unit 7 determines a regular size based on a sensor detecting
the document sheet among the main scanning detection sen-
sors 29 and a determined document size in the sub-scanning
direction. Then, a main scanning direction size of the deter-
mined regular size is determined as the main scanning direc-
tion size of the document.

For instance, the size determination unit 7 may determine
the main scanning direction size of the document based on the
image data obtained by reading by the image sensor 15. For
instance, end parts of the document in the main scanning
direction may appear as bars (or edges) extending in the
sub-scanning direction. Pixels at positions corresponding to
the end parts in the main scanning direction of the document
(i.e., pixels at boundary positions) have pixel values that are
different from those of background of the document sheet and
may be within a certain range of pixel values. Therefore, in
the image data, the ends in the main scanning direction may
appear as lines having substantially uniform pixel values
extending in the sub-scanning direction (such as a gray color
line). Then, the size determination unit 7 recognizes the end
parts in the main scanning direction of the document sheet in
the image data, and may determine the main scanning direc-
tion size of the document sheet in accordance with the interval
between the ends.

In this way, the size determination unit 7 determines the
main scanning direction size and the sub-scanning direction
size of each page of the read document. Then, in the mixed
setting mode, the size determination unit 7 controls the stor-
age unit 62 and the image memory 18 to discard an unneces-
sary part (outside the determined size; i.e., an extra part) in the
image data of each page in accordance with the determined
document size. In this way, the size determination unit 7
processes the image data (i.e., adjusts the size) obtained by
reading so as to generate the image data adjusted to the read
document size.

(Blank Sheet Detection and Blank Sheet Deletion)

Next, with reference to FIG. 6 and FIG. 7, an example of a
blank sheet detection process and a blank sheet deletion pro-
cess by the image reading device 100 (multifunction periph-
eral 1000) of this embodiment is described. FIG. 6 is an
explanatory diagram showing an example of a blank sheet
deletion setting screen 32a. FIG. 7 is a block diagram show-
ing an example of a blank sheet detection unit 8.

A blank sheet may be mixed into document sheets. Printing
or transmission of the blank sheet is wasteful. Therefore, the
image reading device 100 (multifunction peripheral 1000) of
this embodiment performs a blank sheet detection process in
which the blank sheet detection unit 8 detects a blank page
among document image data obtained by reading. Further, a
blank sheet deletion unit 9 deletes the image data of the
detected blank page so as not to be used for the job. The blank
sheet detection unit 8 is an ASIC or a part of an ASIC.
However, the blank sheet detection unit 8 is not limited to this
structure.

First, with reference to FIG. 6, setting of the blank sheet
detection process is described. Concerning a job accompany-
ing document reading (such as copying and transmission of
image data obtained by scanning), the operation panel 3
accepts setting of' a document size and an area for performing
the blank sheet detection process in the one page document
(blank sheet detection area F).

Specifically, the user operates the operation panel 3 so as to
display the blank sheet deletion setting screen 32a as shown
in FIG. 6 on the liquid crystal display unit 32. In the blank
sheet deletion setting screen 32a, a size of a document sheet
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set on the document tray 21 and a position and size of the
blank sheet detection area F can be set.

The blank sheet deletion setting screen 32a is provided
with a document size key 35. The user touches a display
position of the document size key 35 so as to set a size of a
document sheet set on the document tray 21 (such as a letter
size or the A4 size). Further, it is possible to select an item
“auto” in which the image reading device 100 automatically
determine a document size. When “auto” is set and the docu-
ment reading is started, the read control unit 10 controls the
size determination unit 7 to determine the document size.

In addition, in the blank sheet deletion setting screen 32a,
it is possible to set an area (blank sheet detection area F) for
performing the blank sheet detection process. In the example
shown in FIG. 6, it is possible to set a range (area) that is not
regarded as the blank sheet detection area F from the entire
one page area of the document sheet. For this setting, the
blank sheet deletion setting screen 32a is provided with dis-
tance input boxes 364, 365, 36¢, and 364 for inputting dis-
tances from the upper end, lower end, left end, and right end
of'the partthat is not regarded as the blank sheet detection area
F of the document sheet. The user touches one of display
positions of the distance input boxes 364 to 364 to which set
values are to be set, and inputs numerals by the ten-key unit 33
or the like so as to set the distances from the ends of the
document sheet. In this way, the operation panel 3 accepts
input of determining distances from the ends of the document
sheet in the document sheet (page) as the input of setting a
size and position of the blank sheet detection area F in one
page of the document sheet. Further, in the blank sheet detec-
tion process, the inside area defined by the set distances from
the ends of the document sheet is regarded as the blank sheet
detection area F.

Next, with reference to FIG. 7, an example of the blank
sheet detection process on the blank sheet detection area F is
described.

First, the image data generated by the image data generat-
ing unit 17 is supplied to a detection memory 81 in the blank
sheet detection unit 8 (or outside the blank sheet detection
unit 8). The detection memory 81 stores image data of a
predetermined number of lines (band unit). The number of
bands in one-page image data depends on the document size
and can be a few to a few tens, for example. Therefore, the
image data is handled by a plurality of units obtained by
dividing along the sub-scanning direction (having a constant
length in the sub-scanning direction). Further, it is possible to
configure that the detection memory 81 is supplied with
image data of one line in the main scanning direction, and a
blank sheet detection process circuit 82 performs the blank
sheet detection process by one line.

Then, the blank sheet detection process circuit 82 is dis-
posed in the blank sheet detection unit 8. The blank sheet
detection process circuit 82 is a circuit for detecting whether
or not the blank sheet detection area F in one-page document
image data is blank. Further, the image reading device 100
(multifunction peripheral 1000) of this embodiment includes
a plurality of the blank sheet detection process circuits 82.

In addition, the blank sheet detection unit 8 includes a
controller 80 for controlling operations of various circuits in
the blank sheet detection unit 8. Further, it is possible to
configure that the read control unit 10 controls operation of
the blank sheet detection process circuit 82 in the blank sheet
detection unit 8.

The blank sheet detection process circuit 82 includes a
setting register 83 for storing set values indicating main scan-
ning direction length (main scanning width S1) and position
of the blank sheet detection area F. The controller 80 sets the
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set values in the setting register 83 in accordance with data
given by the read control unit 10, the feed control unit 20, and
the main control unit 6a.

In case of not the mixed setting mode, the controller 80
receives data indicating a main scanning direction size of the
document sheet detected by the feed control unit 20 from the
feed control unit 20 or the read control unit 10. In addition, the
controller 80 receives from the main control unit 6a the data
indicating the document size set value and distances from the
upper, lower, left, and right ends of the document sheet for
excluding from the blank sheet detection area F set in the
blank sheet deletion setting screen 32a. Then, the controller
80 sets the data indicating the width (i.e., the main scanning
width S1) and the position (from the ends of the document
sheet) to be the blank sheet detection area F in the main
scanning direction in the document image data to the setting
register 83 as the set values. In other words, the controller 80
sets the set value indicating the part to be regarded as the
blank sheet detection area F and the part not to be regarded as
the blank sheet detection area F (in which the blank sheet
detection process is not performed) in the main scanning
direction in the image data to the setting register 83.

In addition, in the case of not the mixed setting mode, the
controller 80 may receive data indicating the document size
set by the operation panel 3 from the main control unit 6a or
the like. Further, the controller 80 may set the width (sub-
scanning width S2) and positions (from the ends of the image
data) to be the blank sheet detection area F in the sub-scan-
ning direction in the document image data as the set values in
the setting register 83 based on the set document size. In other
words, the controller 80 may set the set values indicating the
part to be regarded as the blank sheet detection area F and the
part not to be regarded as the blank sheet detection area F (in
which the blank sheet detection process is not performed) in
the sub-scanning direction in the image data to the setting
register 83.

Further, a calculation processing unit 84 in the blank sheet
detection process circuit 82 detects whether or not the blank
sheet detection area F in the band is blank for each band of the
one page document based on the set values in the setting
register 83. For instance, the calculation processing unit 84
counts the number of pixels (the number of dots) having pixel
values larger than a predetermined pixel value among pixels
in the part corresponding to the blank sheet detection area F in
the band. Then, the calculation processing unit 84 determines
the blank sheet detection area F in the band is not blank in case
where the number of pixels having pixel values larger than the
predetermined pixel value is larger than a predetermined
threshold value, while it determines the blank sheet detection
area F in the band is blank in case where the number of pixels
is the predetermined threshold value or smaller.

Note that the predetermined pixel value may be determined
on the basis of a pixel value when a white paper sheet is read
or may be determined as an average pixel value of back-
ground color of the document sheet. In addition, the prede-
termined threshold value may be determined on the basis of
the number of dots with toner when there is one or a few
characters.

Further, a detection result of the blank sheet detection area
F in one band of the calculation processing unit 84 (i.e., a
determination value; for example, “0” in case of blank and
“1” in case of not blank) is stored in a determination value
holding unit 85. The determination value holding unit 85
stores the determination value of each band by the calculation
processing unit 84. Alternately, it is possible to configure that
the determination value holding unit 85 calculates and
updates the determination value for each band, and holds an
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integrated value of the determination value at time point a
plurality of bands before the band for which the blank sheet
detection process is currently performed.

Since before one page reading of the document is com-
pleted, the blank sheet detection process circuit 82 repeats the
detection whether or not the page is blank by line unit (by unit
of'one line or a plurality of lines, or by band unit) in the main
scanning direction of the image data, based on the image data
in the blank sheet detection area F on which the blank sheet
detection is performed in the image data obtained by the
document reading by the image reading unit 1.

Further, after the blank sheet detection process is per-
formed on the last band including the blank sheet detection
area F in the sub-scanning direction in one page, the control-
ler 80 checks the detection result held by the determination
value holding unit 85. Then, in case where the determination
value holding unit 85 holds a value (detection result) indicat-
ing that all bands including the blank sheet detection area F
are blank, the controller 80 detects that the document sheet is
a blank sheet, while it detects that the document sheet is not a
blank sheet in case where the determination value holding
unit 85 holds a value indicating that at least one of the bands
is not blank.

When detecting that the document sheet is a blank sheet,
the blank sheet detection unit 8 (controller 80) permits the
blank sheet deletion unit 9 to delete the document image data
of'the detected blank sheet. In order not to use for the job, the
blank sheet deletion unit 9 deletes (i.e., removes or discards)
the image data of the detected blank page from the image
memory 18 or the storage unit 62.

(Flow of Blank Sheet Detection in Mixed Setting Mode)

Next, with reference to FIG. 8 and FIG. 9, an example of
flow of the blank sheet detection in the mixed setting mode is
described. FIG. 8 is an explanatory diagram showing that a
main scanning direction width (main scanning width S1) and
a sub-scanning direction width (sub-scanning width S2) of
the blank sheet detection area F are different for individual
document sizes. FIG. 9 is a flowchart showing an example of
flow of the blank sheet detection in the mixed setting mode.

First, with reference to FIG. 8, there is described that the
main scanning width S1 and the sub-scanning width S2 of an
appropriate blank sheet detection area F are different corre-
sponding to document sizes.

As described above, in the image reading device 100 (mul-
tifunction peripheral 1000) of this embodiment, it is possible
to set the inside area defined by the set distances from ends of
the document sheets as the blank sheet detection area F.
Therefore, the main scanning width S1 and the sub-scanning
width S2 of the blank sheet detection area F may differ
depending on the document size.

FIG. 8 shows document sheets of the A3 landscape size, the
A4 portrait size, and the B4 landscape size. In each size, solid
lines with arrows on both ends indicate the main scanning
width S1 and the sub-scanning width S2, which are obtained
by subtracting predetermined distances from the upper,
lower, left and right ends from the side lengths of the docu-
ment sheet. Note that in the following description, the set
distances from the upper, lower, left and right ends of the
paper sheet are the same for individual document sizes.

In a relationship between the A3 landscape size and the A4
portrait size, the main scanning direction size is the same, and
the appropriate main scanning width S1 of the blank sheet
detection area F is also the same. However, because the main
scanning direction size is different between the A3 landscape
size (A4 portrait size) and the B4 landscape size, the appro-
priate main scanning width S1 corresponding to the set dis-
tance is different. In addition, because the sub-scanning direc-
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tion size is different, the sub-scanning width S2 of the
appropriate blank sheet detection area F corresponding to the
set distances is also different among the A3 landscape size,
the A4 portrait size, and the B4 landscape size.

However, as described above with reference to FIG. 10, the
main scanning width S1 of the blank sheet detection area F in
the blank sheet detection process (the document size that can
be set) is only one pattern. Further, in the mixed setting mode
in which the document sizes are not only one, the document
sizes are not determined at read start timing and are deter-
mined when one page reading is completed. Further, there is
a problem that the blank sheet detection area F cannot be set
appropriately when the blank sheet detection process is per-
formed on the basis of the main scanning direction line by the
band unit (of a certain number of lines in the main scanning
direction) since before completion of the document reading
of'one page (from halfway of the document reading) in read-
ing in the mixed setting mode. For instance, there is a case
where despite that the document size under being read is the
A4 size, the blank sheet detection process is performed based
on the blank sheet detection area F for the A3 size. Then, the
blank sheet detection process may not be performed correctly.

In addition, when the blank sheet detection process is per-
formed on the entire one-page image data after the document
reading of one sheet is finished so that the document image
data of one page is completed, the process speed of the blank
sheet detection is inevitably decreased.

Therefore, in reading in the mixed setting mode of this
embodiment, the blank sheet detection unit 8 performs the
blank sheet detection process on each band by the main scan-
ning width S1 of a plurality of effective image regions. When
the document size is determined, the blank sheet detection
unit 8 determines whether or not the blank sheet detection
area F is blank based on a detection result of the blank sheet
detection process in the main scanning width S1 correspond-
ing to the determined main scanning direction size of the
document size.

Because the blank sheet detection unit 8 has to perform the
blank sheet detection process in a plurality of patterns, the
blank sheet detection unit 8 may include a plurality of the
blank sheet detection process circuits 82 (see FIG. 7). The
blank sheet detection unit 8 may include two blank sheet
detection process circuits 82, or three or more blank sheet
detection process circuits 82. In addition, in order to support
any size, the blank sheet detection process circuits 82 may be
disposed by the number corresponding to the number of the
main scanning width types of the regular sizes of the docu-
ment sheets that can be set in the mixed setting mode. Further,
the read control unit 10 and the controller 80 control the
corresponding blank sheet detection process circuit 82 in the
mixed setting mode.

Next, with reference to FIG. 9, a flow of the blank sheet
detection process in the mixed setting mode is described. The
flow of FIG. 9 starts when the document reading is started by
pressing the start key 34 after setting of the reading in the
mixed setting mode and setting of performing the blank sheet
detection and the blank sheet deletion by the operation panel
3.

First, the read control unit 10 controls the controller 80 to
set data indicating the main scanning width S1 of the blank
sheet detection area F and the position of the main scanning
width S1 as the set values in the setting register 83 of each
blank sheet detection process circuit 82 (Step #1). In this case,
the main scanning width S1 set in each setting register 83 is
different depending on a type of the document size (Step #1).
The main scanning width S1 of the blank sheet detection area
F corresponding to the size of the long side of the A4 size or
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the short side of the A3 size (main scanning direction size)
may be set in the setting register 83 of a certain blank sheet
detection process circuit 82. The main scanning width S1 of
the blank sheet detection area F corresponding to the size of
the short side of the B4 size or the long side of the BS size
(main scanning direction size) may be set in the setting reg-
ister 83 of another blank sheet detection process circuit 82.

In addition, a set value corresponding to an inch system
size may be set in the setting register 83 of the blank sheet
detection process circuit 82. For instance, the main scanning
width S1 of the blank sheet detection area F corresponding to
the size of the short side of the Letter size or the short side of
the Legal size (main scanning direction size) may be set in the
setting register 83 of a certain blank sheet detection process
circuit 82. The main scanning width S1 of the blank sheet
detection area F corresponding to the size of the short side of
the Ledger size or the long side of the Letter size (main
scanning direction size) may be set in the setting register 83 of
another blank sheet detection process circuit 82. In addition,
the main scanning width S1 of the blank sheet detection area
F corresponding to the size of the short side of the Folio size
or the short side of the A4 size (main scanning direction size)
may be set in the setting register 83 of another blank sheet
detection process circuit 82.

Specifically, the blank sheet detection unit 8 changes the
length of the main scanning width S1 of the blank sheet
detection area F in accordance with the document size so that
the inside area defined by the distances from ends of the
document sheet becomes the blank sheet detection area F. In
addition, the blank sheet detection unit 8 regards the inside
area defined by the distances set by the operation panel 3 from
the ends of the document size determined by the size deter-
mination unit 7 to be the sub-scanning width S2 of the blank
sheet detection area F. Further, the blank sheet detection unit
8 detects whether or not the page is blank based on the
detection result in the range of the main scanning width S1
and the sub-scanning width S2 (i.e., the blank sheet detection
area F). In this way, in any size of the document size, the
inside area defined by distances from the ends of the docu-
ment sheet set by the operation panel 3 is regarded as the
blank sheet detection area F, and the controller 80 of the blank
sheet detection unit 8 commonly uses the distances set by the
operation panel 3 in any document size.

Then, the document reading is performed (Step #2). In this
case, the feed control unit 20 controls the document feed
motor 2m and the like, so as to feed one document sheet onthe
document tray 21 to the read position (i.e., the feed reading
contact glass 11a). In addition, the read control unit 10 oper-
ates the image sensor 15, the first image processing unit 16,
and the like, so as to perform the document reading by line
unit in the main scanning direction from the front end of the
document sheet. In addition, because the document size is not
fixed in the mixed setting mode, the read control unit 10 reads
the document in the largest readable size, for example, or in
the largest regular size among the main scanning direction
sizes detected by the size detection sensor.

Further, the blank sheet detection unit 8 performs the blank
sheet detection process of the image data by band unit since
before one page document reading is completed (Step #3).
Further, when the blank sheet detection process of the band is
completed, the detection result (determination value) of the
band of the blank sheet detection is stored in the determina-
tion value holding unit 85 (Step #4). Further, in case where a
first band or a plurality of first bands of the document sheet
(the front end part) are outside the blank sheet detection area
F, the blank sheet detection process circuit 82 does not per-
form the blank sheet detection process even if image data of
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a band outside the blank sheet detection area F is input, and
the detection result is not stored.

Further, document reading of one page (in the largest read-
able size, for example) is completed (Step #5). Then, the size
determination unit 7 determines the main scanning direction
size and the sub-scanning direction size of the document
based on the output of the document detection sensor 28 or the
image data (Step #6).

Further, the controller 80 of the blank sheet detection unit
8 recognizes the main scanning width S1 and the sub-scan-
ning width S2 of the blank sheet detection area F based on the
determined document size (Step #7). Then, the controller 80
of the blank sheet detection unit 8 selects the detection result
of the blank sheet detection process in which the blank sheet
detection process is performed by the determined main scan-
ning width S1 (the blank sheet detection process circuit 82
that has performed the blank sheet detection process by the set
value in the setting register 83 corresponding to the deter-
mined main scanning width S1) (Step #8). In other words,
when performing the reading in the mixed setting mode by
input to the operation panel 3, the blank sheet detection unit 8
performs the blank sheet detection process by a plurality of
the main scanning widths S1 of the blank sheet detection
areas I corresponding to a plurality of document sizes, and
detects whether or not the page is blank by using the detection
result by the main scanning width S1 corresponding to the
main scanning direction size of the document determined by
the size determination unit 7 among the detection results of
the different main scanning widths S1 of the blank sheet
detection areas F.

Further, the controller 80 of the blank sheet detection unit
8 determines the band included in the range of the determined
sub-scanning width S2 among the bands of the one-page
document image data (Step #9), in order to exclude the bands
outside the blank sheet detection area F (the bands in the front
end part and the rear end part in the sub-scanning direction).

Next, the controller 80 of the blank sheet detection unit 8
detects whether or not the blank sheet detection area F is
blank based on each detection result (determination value) of
the blank sheet detection process of the bands included in the
determined sub-scanning width S2 (in the blank sheet detec-
tion area F) (Step #10). In other words, when performing the
reading in the mixed setting mode, the blank sheet detection
unit 8 detects whether or not the page is blank based on the
detection result in the range of the sub-scanning width S2 of
the blank sheet detection area F corresponding to the size of
the document sheet in the sub-scanning direction determined
by the size determination unit 7 in the one-page document
image data. For instance, on the detection result stored in the
determination value holding unit 85, the controller 80 detects
that the blank sheet detection area F is not blank in case where
there is at least one band that is determined not to be blank in
the blank sheet detection area F, while it detects that the blank
sheet detection area F is blank in case where there is no band
that is determined not to be blank.

In case where the blank sheet detection area F is blank (Yes
in Step #11), based on information from the blank sheet
detection unit 8, the blank sheet deletion unit 9 deletes the
data of the page of which the blank sheet detection area F is
detected as blank from the storage unit 62 or the image
memory 18 so that the data is not used for the job (Step #12).

On the other hand, in case where the blank sheet detection
area F is not detected as blank (No in Step #11) or after Step
#12, the read control unit 10 checks whether or not all the
document sheets set on the document tray 21 have been read
(Step #13). For instance, when it is detected by the set detec-
tion sensor 27 that there is no document sheet on the docu-
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ment tray 21, the read control unit 10 determines that all the
document sheets have been read.

When all the document sheets have been read in the mixed
setting mode (Yes in Step #13), the flow is finished (END). On
the other hand, in case where there is a remaining document
sheet to be read (No in Step #13), the controller 80 resets the
detection result stored in each determination value holding
unit 85 (Step #14). Further, the flow returns to Step #2, in
which next document reading, the blank sheet detection pro-
cess, and the like are performed.

In this way, the image reading device 100 according to this
embodiment includes the image reading unit 1 for reading a
document, the document feeder unit 2 for feeding set docu-
ment sheets one by one to the read position of the image
reading unit 1, the setting input unit (operation panel 3) for
accepting the document read instruction in the mixed setting
mode in which a plurality of document sheets having different
sizes are set on the document feeder unit 2 and are read, the
size determination unit 7 for determining a size of each page
of the document read by the image reading unit 1, the blank
sheet detection unit 8 configured to repeat the whether or not
the blank sheet detection area in image data for performing
blank sheet detection F is blank since before one page reading
of'the document is completed, by line unit in the main scan-
ning direction of the image data obtained by reading the
document, and in case of reading in the mixed setting mode,
to detect whether or not the document sheet is a blank sheet
based on a detection result in the sub-scanning width range in
the blank sheet detection area F corresponding to the size of
the document sheet in the sub-scanning direction determined
by the size determination unit 7 in one-page document image
data, and the blank sheet deletion unit 9 for deleting image
data of the document sheet whose blank sheet detection area
F is detected as blank, so that the image data is not used for a
job.

In this way, because of the document mixed setting, even if
sizes of the document sheets in the sub-scanning direction are
not the same (even in the document mixed setting) in one job,
it is possible to correctly detect whether or not the read docu-
ment page is blank. In addition, because it is promptly deter-
mined whether or not it is blank when a document size in the
sub-scanning direction is determined, it is possible to
promptly detect the document sheet is a blank sheet. In addi-
tion, without waiting for completion of image data of one
page, the blank sheet detection process is performed sequen-
tially for parts of the one-page image data during the docu-
ment reading. When generation of the one-page image data is
completed, the blank sheet detection process is almost fin-
ished. Further, when the document size is determined, it is
determined whether or not the document sheet is a blank
sheet. Therefore, compared with the case where the blank
sheet detection is started after generation of the one-page
image data is completed, it is possible to shorten a time until
it is determined whether or not the document sheet is a blank
sheet, and hence high-speed blank sheet detection can be
realized. In addition, unlike the conventional structure, it is
not necessary to decrease the document feeding speed for the
process of the blank sheet detection. In addition, it is also not
necessary to dispose a large-capacity buffer memory.

In addition, the size determination unit 7 determines the
main scanning direction size of each page of the document
sheets, and when reading in the mixed setting mode, the blank
sheet detection unit 8 performs in parallel the blank sheet
detection process in the main scanning widths S1 of the
plurality of blank sheet detection areas F corresponding to the
plurality of document sizes. The blank sheet detection unit 8
uses the detection result in the main scanning width S1 cor-
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responding to the main scanning direction size of the docu-
ment sheet determined by the size determination unit 7
among the detection results of the different main scanning
widths S1 of the blank sheet detection areas F, so as to detect
whether or not the document sheet is a blank sheet. Because
of the document mixed setting, even if the sizes of the docu-
ment sheets in the main scanning direction are not the same in
one job, one of the plurality of main scanning widths S1
corresponds to the document size under being read. Further,
because it is detected whether or not the document sheet
(blank sheet detection area F) is blank based on the process
result of the blank sheet detection in the main scanning width
S1 of the appropriate blank sheet detection area F correspond-
ing to the main scanning direction size of the determined
document sheet among the plurality of main scanning widths
S1, it is possible to correctly perform the blank sheet detec-
tion even in the case of the document mixed setting.

In addition, the setting input unit (operation panel 3)
accepts the input specifying the distances from ends of the
document sheet in the document sheet as the input for setting
the size and position of the blank sheet detection area F in one
page of the document. The blank sheet detection unit 8
regards the inside area defined by the set distances from the
ends in the sub-scanning direction of the document size deter-
mined by the size determination unit as the sub-scanning
width S2 of the blank sheet detection area F, and detects
whether or not the document sheet is a blank sheet based on
the detection result in the range of the sub-scanning width S2.
Further, the blank sheet detection unit 8 sets different lengths
in the main scanning width S1 of the blank sheet detection
areaF in accordance with the document size, so that the inside
area defined by the distances from the ends in the main scan-
ning direction of the document size determined by the size
determination unit becomes the blank sheet detection area F.

In this way, because of the document mixed setting, even if
the document sheets have a plurality of main scanning direc-
tion sizes in one job, certain margins are always secured in the
main scanning direction, so that the area between the margins
in the main scanning direction becomes the blank sheet detec-
tion area F. Therefore, regardless of the document size, the
appropriate blank sheet detection area F can be determined.
Therefore, in the reading job, because of the document mixed
setting, even if the document sheets have a plurality of main
scanning direction sizes in one job, it is possible to correctly
detect whether or not each page of the document is blank. In
addition, because of the document mixed setting, even if the
document sheets have a plurality of sizes in the sub-scanning
direction in one job, certain margins are always secured in the
sub-scanning direction, and the appropriate blank sheet
detection area F can be determined so that the area between
the margins in the sub-scanning direction becomes the blank
sheet detection area F. Therefore, because of the document
mixed setting, even if the document sheets have a plurality of
sizes in the sub-scanning direction in the reading job, it is
possible to correctly detect whether or not each page of the
document is blank.

Further, in this embodiment, there is described the case
where the blank sheet detection area F is set as the inside area
defined by the set distances from the ends in the sub-scanning
direction and in the main scanning direction of the document
size determined by the size determination unit based on the
input to the setting input unit (operation panel 3). However,
without the input to the setting input unit (operation panel 3),
the blank sheet detection unit 8 may set the lengths in the main
scanning width S1 and in the sub-scanning width S2 of the
blank sheet detection area F to be different depending on the
document size, so that the inside area defined by predeter-
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mined distances from the ends of the document sheet corre-
sponding to the determined paper sheet size becomes the
blank sheet detection area F. In other words, instead of the
distances input to the operation panel 3, the predetermined
distances from ends of the document sheet for blank sheet
detection may be used corresponding to the determined paper
sheet size, so as to determine the blank sheet detection area F.

In addition, the blank sheet detection unit 8 performs the
blank sheet detection process by unit of band, which is
obtained by dividing the one-page image data obtained by
document reading by the image reading unit 1 into a plurality
otf’bands in the sub-scanning direction. In this way, every time
when lines in the main scanning direction of one band are
read, it is detected whether or not the band is blank. Therefore,
the blank sheet detection can be efficiently performed while
correctly detecting whether or not the document sheet is a
blank sheet.

In addition, the blank sheet detection unit 8 includes a
plurality of setting registers 83, each of which stores the main
scanning width S1 and position data of the main scanning
width S1 of the blank sheet detection area F corresponding to
each document size as the set value. The blank sheet detection
unit 8 performs the blank sheet detection process at the posi-
tion in the main scanning widths S1 of each of the plurality of
blank sheet detection areas F corresponding to the plurality of
document sizes based on the set values stored in the individual
setting registers 83. In this way, by changing the set value in
the register, it is possible to change the main scanning width
S1 in the blank sheet detection area F.

In addition, the image forming apparatus (multifunction
peripheral 1000) according to the embodiment includes the
image reading device 100 according to the embodiment.
Because a blank sheet is correctly deleted even if document
sheets having different sizes are set for reading, wasteful
printing or data transmission of a blank sheet is not per-
formed. Thus, it is possible to provide the image forming
apparatus (multifunction peripheral 1000) that can save
resources and is easy to use.

The embodiment of the present invention is described
above, but the scope of the present invention is not limited to
this embodiment, and various modifications can be made
without deviating from the spirit of the invention.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The present invention can be applied to an image reading
device and an image forming apparatus including the image
reading device.

The invention claimed is:

1. An image reading device comprising:

an image reading unit for reading a document;

a document feederunit for feeding set document sheets one
by one to a read position of the image reading unit;

a setting input unit for accepting a document read instruc-
tion in a mixed setting mode in which a plurality of
document sheets having different sizes are set on the
document feeder unit and are read;

a size determination unit for determining a size of each
page of the document read by the image reading unit;

a blank sheet detection unit configured to repeat detection
whether or not a blank sheet detection area in image data
for performing blank sheet detection is blank since
before one page reading of the document is completed,
and in case of reading in the mixed setting mode, to
detect whether or not the document sheet is a blank sheet
based on a detectionresult in a sub-scanning width range
in the blank sheet detection area corresponding to a size
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of the document sheet in the sub-scanning direction
determined by the size determination unit in one-page
document image data; and

a blank sheet deletion unit for deleting image data of the

document sheet whose blank sheet detection area is
detected as blank, so that the image data is not used for
ajob;

wherein

the size determination unit determines a main scanning
direction size of each page of the document, and

in case of reading in the mixed setting mode, the blank
sheet detection unit performs in parallel a blank sheet
detection process in main scanning widths of a plu-
rality of the blank sheet detection areas corresponding
to a plurality of document sizes, and detects whether
or not the document sheet is a blank sheet by using a
detection result in the main scanning width corre-
sponding to the main scanning direction size of the
document sheet determined by the size determination
unit among detection results in different main scan-
ning widths of the blank sheet detection areas.

2. The image reading device according to claim 1, wherein

the setting input unit accepts an input for determining

distances from ends of the document sheet in the docu-
ment sheet as an input of setting a size and position ofthe
blank sheet detection area in one page of the document,
and

the blank sheet detection unit regards an inside area defined

by the set distances from ends in the sub-scanning direc-
tion of the document size determined by the size deter-
mination unit as the sub-scanning width of the blank
sheet detection area, so as to detect whether or not the
document sheet is a blank sheet based on a detection
result in the sub-scanning width range, and sets different
lengths of the main scanning width of the blank sheet
detection area in accordance with the document size so
that the inside area defined by the set distances from ends
in the main scanning direction of the document size
determined by the size determination unit becomes the
blank sheet detection area.

3. The image reading device according to claim 1, wherein
the blank sheet detection unit performs a blank sheet detec-
tion process by unit of band obtained by dividing one-page
image data obtained by the document reading by the image
reading unit into a plurality of bands along the sub-scanning
direction.

4. The image reading device according to claim 1, wherein

the blank sheet detection unit includes a plurality of setting

registers,

the setting registers respectively store the main scanning

widths and position data of the main scanning widths of
the blank sheet detection areas corresponding to differ-
ent document sizes as set values, and

the blank sheet detection unit performs the blank sheet

detection process in a position of the main scanning
width of each of the plurality of blank sheet detection
areas corresponding to the plurality of document sizes
based on the set values stored in the individual setting
registers.

5. Animage forming apparatus comprising the image read-
ing device according to claim 1.

6. A method for controlling an image reading device, com-
prising:

reading a document;

feeding set document sheets one by one to a read position;
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accepting a document read instruction in a mixed setting
mode in which a plurality of document sheets having
different sizes are set and are read;
determining a size of each page of the read document;
repeating detection whether or not a blank sheet detection
area in image data for performing blank sheet detection
is blank before one page reading of the document is
completed;
detecting whether or not the document sheet is a blank
sheet based on a detection result in a sub-scanning width
range in the blank sheet detection area corresponding to
a determined size of the document sheet in the sub-
scanning direction in one-page document image data,
when performing reading in the mixed setting mode; and
deleting image data of the document sheet whose blank
sheet detection area is detected as blank, so that the
image data is not used for a job;
determining a main scanning direction size of each page of
the document;
performing a blank sheet detection process in main scan-
ning widths of a plurality of the blank sheet detection
areas corresponding to a plurality of document sizes
when reading in the mixed setting mode; and
detecting whether or not the document sheet is a blank
sheet by using a detection result in the main scanning
width corresponding to the determined main scanning
direction size of the document sheet among detection
results in different main scanning widths of the blank
sheet detection areas.
7. The method for controlling an image reading device
according to claim 6, further comprising:
accepting an input for determining distances from ends of
the document sheet in the document sheet as an input of
setting a size and position of the blank sheet detection
area in one page of the document;
regarding an inside area defined by the set distances from
ends in the sub-scanning direction of the document size
determined by the size determination unit as the sub-
scanning width of the blank sheet detection area;
detecting whether or not the document sheet is a blank
sheet based on a detection result in the sub-scanning
width range; and
setting different lengths of the main scanning width of the
blank sheet detection area in accordance with the docu-
ment size so that the inside area defined by the set dis-
tances from ends in the main scanning direction of the
document size determined by the size determination unit
becomes the blank sheet detection area.
8. The method for controlling an image reading device
according to claim 6, further comprising:
performing a blank sheet detection process by unit of band
obtained by dividing one-page image data obtained by
the document reading by the image reading unit into a
plurality of bands along the sub-scanning direction.
9. The method for controlling an image reading device
according to claim 6, further comprising:
storing main scanning widths and position data of the main
scanning widths of the blank sheet detection areas cor-
responding to different document sizes as set values
respectively in a plurality of setting registers; and
performing the blank sheet detection process in a position
of the main scanning width of each of the plurality of
blank sheet detection areas corresponding to the plural-
ity of document sizes based on the set values stored in
the individual setting registers.
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